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Council
ripsTKR
action
Resolution decries
shming local station

HAMILTON - 1be townsb1p
council broadcut a clear message to
TKR Cable Co. of Hamilton last
night: We want our Hamilton TV.

1be council flexed its mUICles for
local television station WZBN by
passing a resolution urging TKR to
keep WZBN in its current slot and
scbedule on cable Cbannel25.

Counf'ilman Jack Lacy cbarpd
that TKR bad made a decision that
would affect many people without
any consideration of the pubUc.

"I resent tbe bigb·baDded way
TKR bu gone lbout thiI, without in·
put from anyone," Lacy said. '-rbe
citizens want more local news, not
less."

Lacy lUrened the move to the re
cent decision of Trenton State Col·
lege to cbaDge its name to 1be Col·
lege of New "ener without fint
bearing comment from alumni.

CouDcUmen David Flood. wbo
sponsored the WZBN resolution,
said TKR choee I time when the
council bas DO leven,e.

"We are It a point wben they have
I signed franchile agreement, and
tbey know It," Flood said. "We could
bave beld it up tn ne,otiations If we
bad any tD.k1.tDI that they would
ever dump our locaIltation."

• see CABLE. A8

. By JEFF SAGNIP HOLLENDONNER
Itlff Wrttef

R!:In~ rnhbAr has busy day IINIID.
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First look

lUI" photo by MIcM.' Mencuao

j instructor for the dental assistants' program at Mercer County Vocational
'Tle of her students touring the new dental lab, which is part of the Health
>ansion at the Hamilton facility. Dedication ceremonies were held yesterday
gham Way and Kleckner Road. Students. from left. are Renee Gibbs,
1 DiFlorio. Jennifer D'Agosta. Rosemarie Dempsey and Consuela Gulley.

'We all know that larger
communities like Trenton
and Hamilton get more
media coverage <than
Washington Township).
But WZBN covers us
anytime we ask them to
do that.'

- Rosemary Pramuk,
deputy mayor of

Washington Township

Washington
condemns
TKR action
WZBN a 'valuable voice'
in township community
By CHRISTOPHER 'DAVIS
ate"Wrlter

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP - The members of tbe
township cdmmittee stated their position in no uncer
tain terms: They ....ant their ZBN.

The committee passed a resolution last night opposing
the decision or TKR Cable Co. of Hamilton to cut the
television broadcast of WZBN from 24 hours a day to
about one bour. Officials of the news station bave stated
that TKR's planned action will unquestionably put
WZBN out or business,

TKR of Hamilton is the exclusive cable provider for
Washington Township.

"We are ap·
pealing to TKR
to leave it on,"
Deputy Mayor
Rosemary Pra
muksaid,

Committee
man Glen Beebe
agreed. "The
problem is that,
because ot TKR,
we'll lose a valu
able voice for lo
cal news," he
said. "Residents
here rely on it.

"We don't get
a lot of cover-
age, but U's nice to know they're there."

Pramuk and Beebe joined Mayor Nancy Tindall and
Committeeman Joseph Odenheimer in voting to oppose
TKR's move. Committeeman Vincent Calcagno was ab
sent.

A WZBN camera crew videotaped the proceedings:

"We all know that larger communities like Trenton
and Hamilton get more media coverage (than Washing·
ton Township)," Pramuk said. "But WZBN covers us any
time we ask them to do that.

"Since it's on 24 bours, someone who works tbree
shifts a day can come home in the middle of the night
and find out what's going on."

Odenbeimer cited the educational value of the station.

"It's very educational," Odenheimer said. "It can get
children involved in the issues even when they tune in
to find school sports scores. But that leads to an interest
in county, state. national and world issues. .

''TKR should wake up and realize that this is a valu
able educational tool."

stance said. "Isn't everything any
more? It seems like .all the violent
crimes and most of the property
crimes are related to drugs."

Warrants were issued for the ar
rests of Rashawn Edward Cannon,
23, or the 400 block of West Hanover
Street, the alleged shooter. and Del·
mar Francis Bethea, 24, of the 100
block of North Hermitage Avenue,
the alleged driver of the small tan
sedan from which the shots were
fired, police said. '

Constance vowed there would be
an intense effort to capture the two
men. "We have stakeouts. search
teams and surveillance in place,"
Constance said yesterday, "We
know that they are armed. We con
sider them dangerous."

middle when shots were fij'ed from
a car by a man looking to settle a
grudge, Deputy Police Chief Joseph
Constance said yesterday.

Campbell was rushed to Mercer
Medical Center where he was
treated for his wound and kept over
night for observation. police said.

"I understand he is recovering
well," Constance said.

Constance said Police expect to
make arrests soon in the shooting
and the investigation is likely to lead
to the arrests or people not involved
in Wednesday'S shooting, near the
intersection or Calhoun Street, but
who have participated in other
crimes related to ~bat he termed a
feud between drug dealers.

"Of course it's about drugs," Con-
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n alleg
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ek suspect
! robbery

1rs and five em·
eet had what ap
lugh none of the

,he man's order,
id forced open a
y said. The man
Irawer and then
le 33, Petty said.
n searching the

When the clerk did not
respond to the man's
order, he reached across
the counter and .forced
open a drawer near the
lottery machine, Petty .
said. The man grabbed
about $200 or $300 from
the drawer and then ran
out of the store, fleeing
east on Route 33, Petty
said.

would be to their full-time JObS, Ullt
jobs that pay the bills. They are roo
dependent on the state," .

Pramuk and Macysyn dismissed
their claims. "This is the same tired,
hackneyed, Democratic rhetoric I've
heard for six years," said Pramuk,
who was elected to the committee io
1990. "I work for the legislature, not
the governor. Again, the other two
candidates obviously don't kno~

very much about government or
how it woru" :,

Macysyn said that his group .wlll
lobby the state administration, "but
I'm not even on the state payroll. It'h
an unfair nipe," he said. "J do not
agree with the COIltentiora that I
have ItronlC tiel to the Idm...lst.....
tlon. I'm running u a Republica",
and at times my vIewS mesh with
Whitman's. But I don't agree with
their contention." .

capital city area," Palmer said. '1belrs Is a critical void!
and we cannot afford to see it silenced,"

Young said he planned to sponsor a resolution backing
WZBN and would write to TKR and to Hamilton Mayor
Jack Rafferty on the issue. "It's vital that we have a
WZBN to tell our story," Young said. .

Rafferty and the Hamilton council already have et
pressed strong support for WZ8N.

Palmer praised WZRN for its focus ()n positive local
stories. "The only time the big networks would come tb
Trenton would be if a tragedy were to happen," he said.

Greg zanoni, a co-owner of the station who operated
Its camera at the press conference, said WZBN Is suin~

TKR for breach of contract. The statlon's agreement
with the cable system specifies that WZBN will be al·
lowed to provide programming of local interest. he said.

Darren Belick, area general manager of TKR, said the
system plans to maintain In court that WZBN itself was
noncompliant with the contract. WZBN was supposed to
provide much more original, nonduplicative pro
gramming than it now does, he said.

"One-point-four hours out of a 168-hour week does not
warrant a 24-hour channel," Belick said. Each WZBN
newscast is 17 minutes long, or 22 minutes with commer
cials, he said.

TRENTON - As local news channel WZBN Continues
fighting to keep its Uhour channel on TKR Cable of
Hamilton, Trenton Mayor Douglas H. Palmer and Coun
cil President William H. Young yesterday became the
latest public officials to back the station's effort

TKR, which serves Hamilton, Washington Township
and Allentown Borough, plans to remove WZBN from
Channel 25 on Oct. 8 and replace It with the new Fox all
news channel.

WZBN, which now broadcasts Its daily "Merter
County Update" newscast :I) times a day, would be
moved to public-access Channel 8 with its schedule
trimmed to four evening broadcasts and a mldnlght-t0-6
a.m. rotation. WZBN says the change would cut its ad·
vertising revenue so much that the station would go out
of business.

At a City nan press conference, Palmer said the loss of
WZBN would affect Trenton as much as it would any
other Mercer County community.

"Without WZBN, we lose one of the most critical
means of communications and public information in the

By JOHN J. EDWARDS III
StaftWrtt...

California to visit Doug Jr. - hiS OlueSI 1;011 

who Is In his last year In school out there," Wil
liams said of Mitchell, who was to have been an
usher in his brother's wedding held Sunday. "The
wedding went on as planned, which was good for
the family because it helped ease some of the ten
sion."

helmer allu ueVUL) ,n_,)' v, nv""
mary Pramuk. Odenhelmer is not
running for re-election. Pramuk is
running with Curtis Macysyn.

The Republicans defended VIII's
appointment and his performance.

"Dill has already paid for his sal-
Mitchell, who grew up on Spring Street In Tren- ary for at least the next two years

ton, decided to become a police officer after com· with the money he hall saved the
pleting a tour as a medic in the Navy. He married township," Pramuk said. "He has
Lavern Willis in 1971 and they had two sons, saved us money through the new
Douglas and Marcus. The Mitchells celebrated PBA contract, during the snow
their 25th anniversary earlier this year. storms last Winter, In interlocal

Always a hard worker, Mitchell did everything agreements and refinancing on
he could to provide a good life for his wife and bond sales.
children, McGrory said. "At one point in time, we had a

" management team with the town-
He loved to talk about his family and we loved ship clerk, the police chief, housing

to hear about them. He made all their adventures official engineer and the financial
sound so Interesting," he said. "Doug worked officer' at the time running the
hard for his fam.ny, but I. think If we'd known township's business. 1bey reported
that he was workmg that Side job, we would have to the committee we each took a de
told him to take some time to smell the roses." partment," Pra~uk said. "And

Staff writer Peter Page contributed to this re- though we were elected to make
port. c- ~ -.t:.J .. n.:..policy and pass laws, we were run·

....:Jt!~rw, .;l"1'1' .. , 1\6,.,'P~ n1'Hi!J,$

Mayor backs embattled WZBN

William D. Mitchell

• Obituary information, A12.

area. A police
dog from the
state Depart
ment of Correc
tions was called
to assist and
managed to
track the sus·
pect for about a
mile through a
wooded area be
fore losing the
trail, Petty said.

There were no Injuries reported.

The suspect was described as white, between 17 and
20 years old, thin, between 5 feet 10 inches and 6 feet 1
inch tall, with no facial hair or glasses. He was wearing a
white T-shirt and a dark-blue sweat shirt with a hood
pUlled over his head.

Petty and Patrolman Anthony Celentano are Investi
gating. Any witnesses can call them at 16(9) 259-3900.

[~j: ~ ",'

"He had a twinkle in his eye and a wonderful
sense of humor," said Judge Audrey Peyton
Blackburn, who worked with Mitchell for the
past three years. "We're kind of an extended fam·
ily because we spend so much time together. This
is very, very difficult for us. Nobody is doing real
well around here today,"

Judge Kevin McGrory, who heads municipal
court, decided to close court tomorrow for the de
ceased officer's memorial service and burial to be
held at Galilee Baptist Church at 9 a.m.

"I was very fond of Doug. He had a measured
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WZBN
seeks
court
order

,
Rival station
delivering KO

By KIM HABAN
The Trentonian

HAMILTON - WZRN, a local
news channel, ill aeekinR a court
ordt'r to save it from a cable com·
pany's business plan that could
Shut down the 3-year-old station
nat month.

Lawyers for the family·run news
ltation aree~ to file legal
papers by the end of this week
..kin~Jor a court ilijunetion to
halt TKR's ~Ians to move the full
time news channel to a part-time
slot.

As is .....nds now, on Ott. 8, TKR
will air the FOX New, Network
on Channel 25 aDcllWiteh WZBN
to three half-hour slots on
Channel 8.

The move, protested by hun
dreds of county residents, would
limit WZBN', advertising ca
pabilities and ultimately put the
station out of business, said
WZBN President Gre, Zanoni.

"'The only thing we have now
that', really ~!'r to do anything
is the lawswt: said Zanoni. "I
have no ~tions. If they win then
we'l really have to regroUIJ and
lee what pouibly we can do."

Yet the area general manager for
TKR said he offered the station
alternatives and criticized it for
using the broadcast for eelf pro
motion.

DarTen Belick said hi. offer to
air th~erecordednewscut from
midni t until 6 a.m. and then
four more times throughout the
day wa. refused.

"IfZBN is not there to .provide a
local new. eoun:e," Belick said,
....e will step up to fill that void.

""I'KR wa. not incorporated to
put WZBN in businc:slIt Beliek
said. "We're incorporatea to pro
vide a community eervice. If tbey
10 away, Mf commitment to the
community a. that there will be a
local new. outlet."

Since the anDouneement of
TKR'. plans, cable .ubscribers
and various community OfI8ni
zations have been s~ging proCats
to ahow SUDDOrt for WZBN.

(,.

DETROIT (AP) -

R
oger Clemens
matched the
only pitcher
who ever has

struck out 20 - him
self.
The Red Sox right-han

der equaled his own major
league record last night,
fanning 20 batters and
pitching a four-hitter to
lead Boston over the
Detroit Tigers 4-0.

·You can't take anyone for
«ranted," ClemeOlI said of the
Tigers, who at .254 have the low.
est batting average in the AL. "I
just feel very fortunate, very
blessed."

Clemens <10-12) ~t the strike
out record at Fenway Park on

Expos Pi
MONTREAL (AP) - Moises AI

his second straight three-hit ,al
8COred the go-ahead run in the
when F.P. SantanRelo was hit a pit
the bases loaded as Montreal b·
Nets <&-3 last night.

Alou, who had three hits in a .
over the Mets on Tuesday night,
leadofT walk from Dave Mlicki 16
stole IIeCOnd as Henry Rodriguez
out. Rondell White walkl'd aO{

I ~ft:~~hU~'NL Roundu=load th.
Mlicki tho
Santangelc

an 0-2 pitch, forcing in Alou and :
New York to its fourth straight 10l'l

Montreal, which begins a Ii'\'
.eries with first-place Atlanta I
won for the sixth time in eeven I:
move 17 games over.5OO for the fil
this season, kt'pt pace with San 1
the NL wiJd-card race.

Ugueth Urbina (9·5), who allowee
Baerga's gamt'·tying homer in t
enth, worked two innings for the"
Rojas got the last three outs for t
lave.

Lance Johnson led ofTthe Nets' fi
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gur. 1 ney swoo on tne
qUiet, residential street,
whispering and staring at
her MUse.

One man recalled that
he'd turned down
Woodward's offen to baby·
sit his children, because 6e
thought she mildJt "have
problems," and "aidn't like
the way she looked."

"Everyone wu su~
to hear she was involVed in
something like thi8," said
Steve RiChard, who livea
ncar the Woodwards on
Lakeside Dme.

"That's what he.......
when you~ out with the
W!OII« DeODIe.: he .....

But 15 ... --.,; in •
8ID8D, run-down,twa-t_~
houe in • e:rimH'iddea...
tion of PeRtberten

=.w~~=second life.
Neighbon of the u-

Street home the c:eu~
shared deecritiecl
Woodward, an attractive
brunette with dark e,ee
and pale skin, as an "unsta
ble" teen, who wu aDepclly
(Contlnaed OIl PBpi 11)

already been compared to
infamous murderers
Mickey and Mallory Kno~1
whose twisted tale was tolCl
in the violent cult movie
"Natural Born Killen."

And like the real "Natural
Born Killers," Woodward
and Esposito, last spotted
fleeing &eroes country in a
stolen car Saturday, are the
focus of a nationwide mur·
der investigation.

Ye8terday, as a deteetlve
8tood watch in a ear outside
the family's Marlton home.
the 18-year-old's mother
caught a plane to Geonria to
join police in the sean:n.

The search for the
"Natural Born Killen"
began on Thunday, jut
hours after the duo all~
Iy . carjacked 85-~r:old
Lola Davis of Lumberten,
N.C., as she put groceries in
her car.

Woodward's broken-down
1986 Pontiac Grand Am
was discovered in the ~rk
iog lot of the Winn·DWe
supermarket there, where
Davis was last seen.

Davis' body was diseov-

Joinlnl Palmer, City Council
Pretrident Bill YOUDI 1eftt hie ...
BOhal support to WZ8N's local pro
gramming.

"TheY play an inteRnal part in
providing a service to Mercer
County re8idents," 88id Young, who
8at next to Palmer at yesterday's
City Hall lreB8 conference. "We
have to fin a way to keep WZBN
on the air."

Throughout the station's month
long battle for survival, county res
idents have flooded the station
with hundreds of letten and 8COre8
of calls supporting the TV outlet.

In addition to the cable cus-

LIlA
OllIS:
IIcIInI

Trentonian PhotoI
APRIL ADAMSON

AlIcIa Woodward
left her mother's
home to move to
this Pemberton
house wiIh her
tloyfriend, John
Esposito.

Lovers' "
trOss-tountrr..c"mespree

decision."
-n.ey are not a 24-hour nnnel,"

Belick said. "They produce less
than 1 percent of locally produced,
non-duplicative programming in
any.given week.

"More than 75 percent of the air
time is dedicated to a national
news network."

8elick said TKR isn't trying to
put the local news 8tation out of
businef18 - just make their cable
company stronger.

But WZBN officials 881. the plans
would hamper their ability to &ell
adverti8ing and ultimately put the
station out of businC88.
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........ 8tate leIieJaton and 1oea1~
lawmakers lui.. th...... their ~
political weight behind the l.a
Hamilton Township 1Itation. ...

For the past three years, WZBN "
has aired a 22-minute broadcast - -
every half hour from 7:30 p.m. to -.
10:30 a.m. - making it easy for
everyone to get a look at local
events and i88Ues. ~

Despite WZBN's dim prospects, 7
station President Greg Zanoni said ::
he remains upbeat.

"Our lawyers are confident that it x
will stand up in court," Zanoni said. -
"I think we're in Itood shape." ~

said. -riley are a critical voice, and
we cannot afford to see it silenced.-

Starting on Oct. 8 - unlef18 a
legal nmiedy is found - cable com
pany TKR will air FOX News
Network on Channel 25 and move
WZBN to Channel 8.
Ira recentb' filed court injunction

against TKR proves unsucce88ful,
the local statIOn would have only
eight hours of programming, with
six ofthose houl'll being between 12
a.m. and 6 a.m.

De8pite the impa8sioned rhetoric,
TKR General Manager Darren
8elick said the move is a "program
ming decision and not a political

City fathers support embattled TV station
By CHIP 8CUTARI

The Trentonlan
Trenton Ma,ot: Doug Palmer yes

terday joined the cliorus of con
cerned cable customen in Mercer
County, railing against the
impending demise of a local televi
sion station.

Since last month, family-run
WZBN has been re8i8ting the plans
of a roesl cable giant to move the
news station from a full-time oper
ation to a part-time program.

"Without WZBN, we lose one of
the most critical mean8 of commu
nications and public information in
the Capital-City area," Palmer
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Not everyone in the crowd of about 650 was negative.
Dolores McGill, a Paterson affirmative action officer, • see KEMP, A4 • see ECONOMV, A4

Extending a hand to worried parents

WZBN wins reprieve
from bid to cut hours

• see LUNETTA, A8

• see WZBN. A4

The bljunctioll will remaiD .. ef
fect anti ellbel' the CCJIBIIIIlIes
reach alettlement or tM ... ill re
IOIYed by a jury durtBga driI trIaL

18 a ....... worded apia.. I.e
11ft .-eluded that H f... It

. "probable" that WZBN would pre
vail at trial

Gn!I1.aDoId. WZ8N pnIIIdeat and
owaet, atteIlded ;,eltelda,'I .....
.... wtth lUI liller, DoreeD Dim
teo, no ill tile _loB's YIce presl
dent. and their fatller. LDuIs zaaoal,
who .. daIef operatlq officer of the
station.

"We're reIJe¥ed, but there'. stW •
long way to go," Greg zanoni said
after the ruling.

there's a friend in Force One," Lunetta
said. "They can always come to us in confi
dentiality and we'll - within the guide
lines of laws, that's important - well in
tercede for them. With other agenctes as
need be, with parents as need be,"

Kids in trouble will focasequanIJ 011 the
Interaction of pareD" aad dIUdren, wlddl
Lunetta said isn't always Iddrelled by ..
ciallefVice agencies.

'1t has to be on the leftl where the par-

TRENTON - WZBN ChaDneI 25
lives.

A Superior Court JudIe Jesterda1
ruled that the local tetmsloD Iltatia8
in HamtltOD will remain GIl TK. C.
hie without interruptloD - at least
lor the time being.

''(WZ8N) seeks to _1ntIbl tile ....
tUl quo, . . . aDd I find that ill justl
fied.," concluded Judge 5amuel D.
Lenox Jr.

Lenox granted the ItIItton a tem
porary injunction blocking TKR ca
ble Co. from slashing the houn. it
carries WZBN broadcasts and from
moving it to a different channel be
ginning Monday at 11:59 p.m.

By EMilY J. HORNADAY...........,

One. The firm will offer the usual private
eye and bodyguard services, but it will also
offer aid to worried. parents in the lorm 01
its "Kids in Trouble" progra'm.

The program will get under way Oct. 15
with the opening of a crisis hotline lor Mer
cer County parents, (609) T11-9760. Lunetta
said he and his small but growing staff will
provide counseling and referrals on chU·
dren's behavior problems. Foree One wiD
also offer free assistance in tracltlng down
runaways.

"Regardless 01 the problem that they
have, we want (parents) to know that

9USlNESS CO
CLASSIFIED 01
COMICS 910
CROSSWORD 911
EOfTORIAL A12
HOROSCOPE 911
LOTTERY A2
MOViES 98
NATIONIW<>RLO A91
OBITUARIES A11
PEOPLE 91
RELIGION B4
SPORTS C1
TELEVISION 87

The past seven days of obituaries are searchable on
Mercerweb. Point your browser to
bUp://www.nj.com/mercer. then search the News
bank.

INIIDI

EWING - Jim Lunetta has spent dec
ades working with troubled. kids on local
streets, in institutions and in his own
home, and he says his experiences have
taught him more than a few things about
how to keep young people on the right
track.

Lunetta, a lormer Mercer County sher
iff's officer, now heads a 2-month-old secu
rity and investigation firm called. Force

By JOHN J. EDWARDS III
.taffw.....,

vtercer teacher of the year
- instead of merely looking at them and ~

peating them from a page.
It's innovative, nontraditional tMching

techniques like this that won Borgia the
k township and county teacher of the year
:I- awards, and put her in contention for the
11- state trophy.

. "I've been doing it for two yean," Borgia
said from her brightly decorated. Morgan

I of her class

et

~: • see BORGIA, A8
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Reply Comments of
W25AW (WZBN TV-25)

November 20, 1996



BILL BRADLEY
NEW JERSEY

Mr. Darin Belich
, General Manager

TKR Cable Company
2137 Hamilton Avenue
:I'renton, New Jersey 08619

Dear Mr. Belich:

tinittd ~ttltt5 ~matt
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-3001

September 10, 1996

COMMITTEES:

FINANCE

ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

SPECIAL COMMIITEE ON
AGING

I write to express my support for WZBN, the local television station in Hamilton
Township. I understand that TKR Cable Company is considering a j)lan that would eliminate
WZBN's current 24-hour broadcasting fonnat.

WZBN provides the residents of Hamilton Township and the surrounding area with an
important source of local news. Because New Jersey is located between two of the largest
media markets in the nation, local news providers in New Jersey often face enonnous
challenges to disseminating their programming. Organizations such as WZBN attempt to
provide news that is focused on communities in our state, and as such they are very
important to New Jerseyans.

I understand that legal action may ensue on this matter; this letter is in no way
intended as an opinion on current or future legal proceedings.

I hope you will consider the importance of local programming to communities such as
Hamilton Township as you make your decision regarding WZBN, as well as other important
sources of local programming in New Jersey. I appreciate your attention to this matter, and
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

~
Bill Bradley
UnitedStates Senator

BB/lmm
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Hamilton TKR Co.
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton Township. NJ 08619
ATTENTION: Darren Belick, General Manaaer

Dear Mr. Belick:

Area residents and subscribers of TKR cable were recently informed of a major decision
by your cable company lbat would nearly eliminate WZBN-TV - our local cbannel that provides
news and coverage of Mercer County area events, I believe that many ~- if not most ~

subscribers to TKR are quite unhappy with this decision. as Cbannel 2S airs quality public
affairs and news that cannot be seen elsewhere.

The juctamenr by TKR to replace our locaJ channel with a new national news c.bannel
ignores the growing trend of servicing local interests. Mercer County docs not need a mere
duplication of the national network broadcasts -- we need local programming in our news, DOt

redundant to networking" from our televisions.

The "Mercer County Update" and "Mercer Countfs Most Wanted" ouJht to he aired
along with WZBN's extensive coverqe of local sporting events. 24 bours a day. As
telecommunications technology is DOW stronger than ever, most cable companies are expanding
chc rwmber of channels available to their customers, DOt vice versa.

The Mercer County Freeholders and many area residents have alrady made their voices
heard co TKR. As the U.S. Congressman representing the Founh District - and a viewer in
my home and oftices .- 1 respecrfully request that TKR retains the 24 hour-a-day coverage of
Hamilton Township's own WZBN,

o H H. SMITH
Member of Congress

$;"\I'.·i\o. '.Il ",:" •. '11



•

589-895-1245

JJJJ PnIttMM Plltl
IIwlltll", 4 • &It. JJS

P.O.BM61PS
lAwNlttwill., N.J. 0IUI4J1PJ

September 3, 1996

Mr. Paul Freas
President
TKR Cable Company
67 B Mountain Blvd. Ext.
Warren, NewJersey 07059

O.ar Mr. Freas:

.'

uw

United way

•ofOrMter
Ih....County

PAGE 82

First of all , would like to thank you for TKR C.b'.'s outstanding contributions to United
Way. Your company has always been community-minded. That II why I am so disap
pointed that our locar TKR has decided to move WZSH from itl present full time channel
25 and replace It with FOX news channel. WZBN will then have a pan-time presence on
focal channel 8. It is my understanding that this move will result in lost advenising
revenue which will cause the station to cease ex'st.nce.

Organizations Iik. United Way d.pend on the generosity of others to exist, but we have
to have a m.dlum to get the word out, WZBN has come through for us. The station has
been paramount In Its asststancl!. Mercer County residents ilfe better Informed because
of WZ8N. ReSidents get. better understanding of local Issues, nonprofits and the 'ike
because of the station's community cov.rage.

WZBN makes our community better becilu5e It celebrates the good people, organization
and issues In gr••ter Mercer County. For a true community service to your patrons,
please keep WZBN on a5 full-time statui where it belongs on Channel 25.

Sincerely,

W~IO
Cr~E.L.~
PreSident

cc: Carren lellck

.-
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New~C.,tWArea Cbapt.er
7m AJeuMer Road, Suite 101
PriDceton, New Jmey 08S4~
(609) 9&l.u&O • Fa: (809) 951·9787

August 29. 1996

Mr. Paul Freas
President
TKR Cable Company
67 B Mountain Blvd. Ext.
Warren. N.J. 07059

Dear Mr. Freas:

I am writing you to strongly protest the possible removal ofWBZN TV-25 from its fun time channel
status on the TKR Cable Company ofHamilton's programming.

For more than three years WBZN TV·25 has provided valuable local TV news coverese of the
Mercer County area that is not available through any other news source. Thanks to WBZN'5 news
ooveraac. the Red Cross is able to reach viewing audiences. Without WBZN, the Red Cross would
not have had the local exposure that is so important to our constituents wh·, also happen to be your
subscribers.

1 urge that you will keep WBZN TV-25 as a full time channel on the TKR cable system as an
important service to the subscribers ofTKR in Hamnton, New Jersey.

"""-....M·U I Novak
Dire r ofMarketing
and Communication

cc: Darren P. Belick, TKR GM

DJN/jf
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90 Park Avenue • Hamilton, NJ 08690
(609)-890-3723

Fax#: (609)-584.8842

Nell A. Benclvengo
Interim Superintendent

August 26, 1996

TKR Cable Company
Daren Belick, General Manager
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton, New Jersey 08619

Dear Mr. Belick:

This letter is being written in support of the current cable programming timeframe
dedicated to station WZBN by TKR Cable Company. We object to any changes in your
programming that will affect the present status ofWZBN. Any changes that are less than we
currently experience will be inadequate for Hamilton Township residents to view local Mercer
County news, information, and weather. We thoroughly enjoy watching WZBN's program, the
convenient way it is scheduled, and the way they cover Mercer County, especially Hamilton
Township.



THE LATINO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF MERCER COUNTY, INC.

653 Centre Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08611 609-599-1172

August 28, 1996
Darren Belick
General Manager
TKR Cable Company of Hamilton
2317 Hamilton Avenue
Trenton, New Jersey 08619

Dear Mr. Belick:

The Latino Chamber of Commerce of Mercer County, Inc., a non-profit commerce organization, would
like to add its name and voice in support of continuing the airing of WZBN-TV 25 on TKR Cable Company of
Hamilton. The Latino Chamber ofCommerce of Mercer County consisting of 110 Latino businesses in the Mercer
County area is committed to the economic and social development of our members and the community for "\-bom
those businesses serve.

WZBN-TV 25 bas been instrumental in providing information regarding news, issues and concerns which
have an impact on Mercer County's growing Latino community. Whereas other television outlets and the media in
general have not always noticed Latinos and the positive contributions that we offer to the society and ha\e
treated our community all too often as invisible men and women, WZBN-TV 25 has demonstrated an awareness
and sensitivity in covering Mercer's Latino cOl1ununity. WZBN-TV 25's contribution and service to our
community has been invaluable. In addition to the Latino community having a positive perception of WZBN-TV
25, we believe other members of the larger community also share a similar opinion of WZBN-TV 25. Be it high
school sports, political campaign coverage or local weather. WZBN-TV 25 has made Mercer County first.

Another factor which we believe is important and should not be overlooked is that WZBN-TV 25 begins
its coverage of Mercer County news at 10:00 PM whereas most other stations do not present their night time news
coverage until 11 :OOPM. Many parents like for their children to see the news and learn current events. However.
many feel 11 :00 PM is too late for their children to remain up to watch the news. Once again, WZBN-TV 25
prOVides an invaluable service to another SpeClal needs population. education minded parents and their scuooi ag.e
children. For these reasons and many more we urge you not to remove WZBN-TV 25 from the programmmg
offered by TKR.

On behalf of the Latino Chamber of Mercer County and the significant nwnber of Latinos living in
Hamilton, we add our voice and support of the station which has covered and supported our conmlwuty.
WZBN-TV 25. Mercer COWlty'S Local News Channel.

We thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely.

FR:ha

Freddie Rosado
President



SAMUELJ. PLUMeR!. JR.
SHIIIIU'I'

August 22, 1996

Mr. Darren P. Belick
General Manager
TKR Cable
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton, N.J. 08619

Dear Mr. Belick:

OFnc£ OF THE SHERIFF

MzRCBR CoUJnY COURT HOUSE

P.O. Box 8008
TRENTON. Nzw JBRSEY 08860-0088

I am writing to you regarding the front page headline story in today's Times that TKR plans
to reduce WZBN's broadcast from a 24-hours-a~ay to one hour.

By reducing WZBN's ability to broadcast it's local programming, TKR is effectively denying
the residents of Hamilton Township as well as Mercer County information that directly
impacts the community. WZBN's local news broadcast has kept the public informed on
issues that affect them. The Mercer County Update is news that is germane to the daily Ijfe
of people who live, work and have businesses in Hamilton Township and the surrounding
communities of Mercer County. As a local program, WZBN has highlighted school sports
and community services thus enhancing a sense of community pride.

From a very personal Viewpoint, WZBN's "Mercer's Most Wanted" has provided law
enforcements officials in Mercer County with an avenue for citizens to participate and
contribute to the safety of their communities and neighborhoods. To date, almost 80
fugitives have been captured as a direct result of WZBN's production of "Mercer's Most
Wantedu

• As Sheriff of Mercer County and a law enforc:ement professional for almost 30
years, I am confident that WZBN's commitment to community broadcasting has contributed
significantly to law enforcement's job in apprehending criminals.
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Labor Conaocialus

Offlce..

DONALD B. DILEO

PI88ident
AFSCME

BILL HOLOER

Vic:H'resident
Community Services

AfSCME

JIM KRAEMER

Vic:H'...ident
BUilding Trades

IBEW

ROBERT DiBIANCO

Vice-President
Industrial Unions

USWA

JOHN KELLY

Vice-PresIdent
PubliC Employees

CWA

CHARLES WHALEN, JR

General VIC&-President
Plumbers

WAYNE DeANGELO

Secretary
IBEW

JIM TARLAU

Treasurer
CWA'IN__

CLIFF REISSER
WAYNE COVELL

ART SIELICKI

Sgt.aloArm.

JON WINELAND

CWA

Executive Board

MIKE MALONEY

Plumbers 9

JEFF BINZ

UAW 731

MICHAEL ZAGOLA

Carpenters 31

FRANK SORCE

USWA 3355

PETER CERENZO

CWA 1032

GEORGE POULOS

HERE 54

LORENZO CANAZARES

CWA 1040

MATTWURPEL

GCIU 70

BERTHA TILLMAN

CWA 1034

CHRIS GOLDEN

Carpenters 781

ANTHONY D'ARTIGILO

Teamsters 35

THOMAS J. DUNN

PrllSldent Eme"tus

LOU PERSICO

Vice-President Emerrtu&

MERCER COUNTY LABOR UNION COUNCIL, AFL·CIO
REPRESENTS THE LOCAL UNIONS IN THI AHA AFflLlATED WITH THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

ANI) CONGRESS OF INDUSTItIAL ORGANIZATIONS k 86 9 93
Wor - 5 - 0

13 ROCK ROYAL ROAD, YARDVILLE, NJ 08620 Home· 585-6152 .

September 6, 1996

Mr. Darren Belick
General Manager, TKR Cable
2137 Hamilton Ave.
Mercerville, N.J. 08619

Dear Mr. Belick;

I would like to address the proposed cancellation of the
W.Z.B.N. service on TKR Cable. This local news service
is a community asset and a service to the residents of
Hamilton Township.

The Mercer County AFL-CIO represents 45,000 working men
and women in Mercer County. If you add their families
you are looking at a market of over 150,000 local
residents. A great majority of this market live in
Hamilton.

I speak for all of our members and their families in
demanding you reinstate the W.Z.B.N. service. While you
publicly pronounce this cancellation as a business
decision, this is a bad business decision. You are
severely damaging your relations with your customers.

THE AFL-CIO FAMILIES THAT ARE YOUR CUSTOMERS WANT THE
RETURN OF W.Z.B.N. TO THEIR CABLE SYSTEM.

William Holder
Vice President

THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE AFL-CIO LEADING THE FIGHT FOR AMERICA'S WORKING FAMILIES
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Hamilton Jaycees

September 3. 1996

TK.R
Darren BeUio~ General MaDaaer
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton, NJ 08619

Dear Mr. BoUick:

On behalfoftbo Hamilton Jaycees. I would like to express my dilappointment reprdina
the cancellation ofWZBN,

Bej:ns A recopized Hamilton Township community orpnization we need not be
reminded ofthe importance ofcommunity bued 1CtiV'ites and the tq)OI'ting ofthese
activities. Which WZBN did in a creative way.

WZBN displayed excellent oxposure ofaU Hamilton ToWDBhip and Mercer Cowrty
events and activities.

I can only conelude with your orpnization taking a look at what you ue canceling and
how it will impiCt Hamilton Township. PJeue 1aJce a closer look.

Thank you for you time.

Sincerely,

Melissa L. O'Neill
4th Pre.idem

PO Box 10149 Handltoo. New Jencv 086S0

$~90 "9$ 609



R. Kevin McGrory
Chief Judge

TRENTON MUNICIPAL COURT

P.O. BOX 1360
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08607

September 16, 1996 609-989·3719

Mr. Darren P. Bellick, General Manager
TKR Cable Company
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton Twp., New Jersey 08619

Re: WZBN - TV 25

Dear Mr. Bellick:

On behalf of the Judges and Staffmembers of the City of Trenton
Municipal Court I am writing to express our serious concern regarding TKR
Cable Company's decision to, in effect, cause some 90,000 residents of our City
and thousands more in our County to lose our friend and adviser in the IN'Orld of
television news journalism. In this day and age when so many individuals rely
on information gleaned from television news as opposed to that of print
journalism, the ability to learn of local events, achievements, occurrences and
all matter of happenings makes VVZBN-TV 25's existence essential to the
citizens of our local community. WZBN-TV 25 has performed, in our estimation,
a remarkable job of covering local news in the Trenton - Mercer area without
benefit of a extensive budget but certainly with a firm determination to cover
events and to engage in active and fair journalistic practices much to the delight
of thousands and thousands of its local viewers.

I would respectfully request that you as General Manager of TKR Cable
Company reconsider your intended actions and allow WZBN-lV 25 to continue
to be on the cutting edge of news in the Mercer County area. To deprive the
citizens of Mercer County of a first rate news organization IN'Ould not only be
unfortunate but in the long run indefensible as an informed public is a
knowledgeable public.

My own personal experiences with the staff of WZBN-TV 25 lead me to
conclude that their professionalism is every bit as sharp and proficient as those



of the larger Philadelphia and New York television stations that we receive here
in Trenton. The reporters have become like family members to thousands of
citizens here in Mercer County and they will be sorely missed should your
decision to deiete the new~ coverage of WZBN-TV 25 be final.

I like to think that virtually nothing is cut in stone, particularly when it
comes to people. I know your decision was well intentioned and was made in a
business like manner and I in no way impugn your motives. I simply ask that you
reconsider your decision and on behalf of the citizens of Mercer County allow us
to have our own television news program so that we can truly be a fUlly informed
public.

Very truly yours,

~~M!~
Trenton Municipal Court

cc: WZBN-TV25



BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
8th FIRE DISTRICT, HAMILTON TOWNSHIP

801 Kuser Road
Hamilton, New Jersey 08619

(609) 586-5454

TKRCabie
2137 Hamilton Ave.
Hamilton, New jersey 08619
Att: Darren Belick, GM

Dear Belick,

September 11, 1996

On September 3, 1996, ~oard ofFire Commissioner voted to go on record in support of
WZBN and its' efforts to remain a full time news station. The Board ofFire Commissioners is
particularly concern that there will be no local news station that is completely devoted to the news
in Mercer County ifWZBN is taken off the air. There are times when it is imperative that the fire
and rescue service get its' message out to all residents ofMercer County such as the recent
flooding in Ewing Township. All municipalities at one time or another has had a disaster. These
communities were in need ofTV news coverage to help get disaster relief information to its'
residence. TV stations from Philadelphia or New York do not give the in-depth coverage that is
need to get the fire service's message out to local residents who may be in need ofdisaster relief.
WZBN is such a TV station that tells local residents where they might seek assistance such as
emergency shelter and/or help from the Red Cross.

In Mercer County the fire service is mostly volunteer. Only Trenton has a completely paid
department. As you know volunteering is on the decline both in this country and in Mercer
County. WZBN, by its' coverage of local events, helps in the recruitment ofnew volunteers in
the fire service. By keeping the fire service volunteer the property taxes are kept from escaTating
to a point where senior citizens and people with low income can afford to own their own home.
Escalating taxes are a concern ofall county property owners. TKR could, in an indirect way, ,be
a contributing factor in fostering volunteering in the fire service thus helping keep down property
taxes.

WZBN is the local station that deals primary with local news. It is imperative to the volunteer fire
service to have this resource at its' disposal. Ifyou are truly a community minded business who is
interested in the needs ofthe community for which you serve, you will continue broadcasting
WZBN on a 24 hour bases.

<2~e~~.~
Robert W. Kelliher
Clerk of the Board

c: WZBN
file



Kuser School PTA
70 Newkirk Avenue

Hamilton Township, N.J. 08629
(609) 890-3750

"Reaching For The Stars"

September 22, 1996

Mr. Darren Belick, General Manager
TRR Cable Company
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Trenton, NJ 08619

Dear Mr. Belick:

As President of the Ruser School PTA, I write you today,
representing 415 fami I ies of Ruser EI ementary School. We as
parents of these students are asking you to pI ease reconsider
replacing WZBN Channel 25 with the FOX station. WZBN has covered
events which have taken place at our school on so many occasions,
and the children, parents, grandparents, friends, neighbors, etc.
seeing those events coming to life on television, has resulted in
sometimes the greatest pleasure a person could ever imagine.

The students at Ruser School are currently participating in
the thi rd year of a "Conf 1i ct Res 01 ut i on" program whi ch is
incorporated in their curriculum. Someday, Ruser Elementary School
hopes to make a difference in the world. WZBN has been a "Partner
in Peace" wi th us by passing this information on to other residents
in the Mercer County area, by broadcasting our events. We may be
small - but we are mighty and we can make a difference. I know FOX
wi 11 not be at our next assembl y, broadcasting for the Mercer
County residents to see; however, if WZBN isn I t replaced, I can
guarantee you they will be there!

Again, I ask you on behalf of the 415 families of Ruser
Elementary School to please reconsider your decision and please
keep WZBN on a full-time basis on channel 25. Included with this
letter are names of our parents opposing the idea of bringing FOX
to channel 25.

I thank you for your time and look forward to hearing from you
positively.

S:;~y~~
Raren Spair
PTA President
Ruser School

kjs
enclosure ./
(~. WL6u
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, Hamilton, NJ 08619 Charter 1927 F~ (609) 581-4096 .

DmenBelick
TKR General Manager
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamihon Township N.J. 08619

Mr. Belick,

Sept~er 4, 1996

My name is 1. Kevin Elmer, and I am the President ofthe Hamihon Twp Policemen's·
Benevolent Association (PBA) Local #66. I am writing this letter to you on behalfof
the one hundred sixty eight (168) men and women ofour local and their fiunilies.

We are very concerned with your decision to move WZBN to a different channel with
less broadcasts. You are dealing WZBN, as well as the COrntDlmity you service,
a grave injustice by removing WZBN from its regular programming slots.

This letter is to let you know that we, PBA #66 and our families support WZBN
one hundred percent and want WZBN to stay right where it is.
We are prepared to do whatever it takes to assist WZBN in their fight to stay on the
air where they belong.

In closing, we ask you Mr. Belick, to please reconsider your decision and do what is
right, listen to the people that you service and keep WZBN as is .

ThankYO!1,
~.~~r. Kevin Elmer
President, PBA Local #66



TO: 609 587 0011 PAGE: 02

The Town.hlp of

_W_a_sh_in_g;;;;;;;;ji"t_o_n_._.H_.,._C._..._CJ' ~

1111 U.S. Route 130
Robbin.ville, New Jersey 08691

T~ne
(609) 2S9-7082

FlI:IC
(609) 259.6032

Darren P. Belick, General ManaqQr
TQ Ca))le
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton Township, N. J. 08619

Re: WZBN TV-25 coveraqe

Dear Mr. Belick:

Nancy L. Tindall
Mayor
Rosemary E. Pramuk
D'PfI/J' AltIJ'Or
Olea Beebe
n,-,.e-uw
lotepb QdeQheimcr
To'lWUlUp eo.u.k*
ViDc:ent 1. CaIMgno
n-ulllpo..inN

Michael W. Dill,
CMJ:O
rOWlUlltpA~or

Bernadene M.
Oubuss,
RMC, CMC. ME
To_IUpCJri

r was very dismayed to learn, both through media
coverage and personal contact with representatives of the
station, that you plan to reduce the WZBN coveraqe to one
hour per day in order to make way for FOX News. It has been
my personal experience that WZBN provides an invaluable
service to the residents of Washington Township by its
coverage of local issues.

As we begin the review proc••• far renewal of your
franchise in Washinqton Township, as you well know, we will
be doing an in-depth examination of your past performance as
well as looking at the future c~ble-related needs of the
community.

Again, washington Township f ••ls that WZBN provides the
kind of news coverage that is vital to our community and its
residants, and strongly suggest that you reconsider your
decision.

Very truly yours,

Glen Beebe
Township committee

GB:bd

cc: Township Committee Members
Michael W. Dill, Administrator
Lou Zanoni
Greq Zanoni
WZBN
Trenton Times
Messenger Press
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN

Governor

August 30, 1996

Greg Zanoni
WZBNTV-25
2600 East State Street Extension
Trenton, NJ 08619-3320

Dear Greg:

HARRIET DERMAN

Commissioner

I am writing to express my appreciation for the assistance you provided to the New
Jersey Division of Fire Safety in helping us to prepare for Fire Prevention Week (October 6
12). Thanks to you efforts, we will be able to reach hundreds of thousands of cable television
viewers with important and potentially life-saving fire safety educational information.

Thank you again for the contribution you have made to the welfare of communties
throughout New Jersey.

Kind regards.

Sincerely yours,

·0 ., ~ /',;j fz I1//0 /J. [j(,.' /!; i '//ZI}
wr/ ,.{..t.l..-l1A.,o.- 'L- I !t.L- >/v v

Michael Matcho
Supervisor of Public Education
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety

I

cc: Paul Freas, President
TKR Cable Company
67 B Mountain Blvd. Ext.
Warren, NJ 07059

Darren P. Belick, TKR GM
2137 Hamilton Ave.
Hamilton Township, NJ 08619

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable
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